MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

Allah has called hypocrites." Those of them who said that
the hypocrite is not a polytheist, claimed that those who
were hypocrites in the time of the prophet of Allah were
Unitarians, and at the same time major sinners; thus being
unbelievers, even though they did not come within the
category of polytheists.

'Abd-al-Kahir states: "After all we have related about
them, (we see that) the peculiarity of their views sets them
apart from the rest. Among these peculiarities are those
held by the party which claims that there was no' proof for
mankind of the unity of Allah and his divine and other
attributes, except through information, or that which takes
its place along the line of signs and suggestions/' An-
other party said that the law and the commands of Islam
are binding on whomever enters the religion O'f Islam,
whether or not he has heard or known them. The rest of
86 this sect say a man does not sin in doing something about
which he knows nothing, except when the prooi [of its sin-
fulness] has been given him. Still others say it is possible
for Allah to send to his creatures a prophet with no sign
to prove his veracity. Others, however, contend that who-
ever attains the knowledge that Allah has forbidden wine,
or that he has caused the Kiblah to be changed, must be
certain whether the one who informs him of this is a be-
liever or an unbeliever. Moreover, it is incumbent upon
him to know this through information,1 although he need
not necessarily know that this has come to him through in-
formation. The view of still others is that going on foot
to prayer, or riding or traveling to the Hajj or any of the
means which help to fulfil that which is required, are oi no
account. What is incumbent is the doing of the deed, re-
gardless of the means used in its attainment. All parties

1 For definition of information in this sense see Lane on khabar as
contrasted with Hadith.
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